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To W-— —— Efq; Auibor of the Watch-T--- 


SIR, 
S Lever efteemed it a Mark of a felfifh Spirit, to 


conceal any [hing that may be of public or 
private Uuility, I thall make no Apology for 
this Letter ; being perfuaded, you will not 
only pardoa my Odicioufneds, but thank me for my 
Advice ; as you muit be convinced I have taken this 
. ‘Trouble purely with a Defign to ferve you. Should I 
be difappointed | inthe End, I fhall be very forry, but 
{hall have no Reafon to accufe myiclf of any finifter 
View or bafe Purpofe. 
I perceive, by various Symptoms, that you are 
troubled with a Difeafe, commonly called the Scribendi 
Cocoeihes, or Itch ot Scribling. 


W hat is vulgarly termed the Itch and the Cocoethes, 5 


however d.fferent they may appear, are originally the 
fame Difeafe, both proceeding from Animalcula inthe 
Biood and Humours of the Body. In the Itch, the 
Anima!cula being determined to the Skin by the Force 
of Circulation, produce numerous Eruptions, a¢com- 
panied with fo fevere an Itching, that the Patient can 
not refrain currying his Hide with his own Nails.----- 
In the Cocoethes, the Attra, (Naturalifts have long dif- 
puted about the Form of thefe Animalcula, which I 
have affigned as the Caufe of the Difeafe ; fome refem- 
bling them toa Turtle, others to a Lobfter, a Flea, 
a Hog cg, aLoufe, &c Se. But by the moit accurate 
Microfcoppic Obfervations, I have plainly difcovered, 
that they are exaétly like the Otftrum, or Gad- Bee, 
called alfo the Breeze, which you will often fee, vexing 
and buzing a Hound in the Summer Seafon) I fay, the 
CH ttra circulating with the Blood, tind great Difficulty 
in pafling the capillary Veflels of the Brain; they are 
therefore obliged to make vigorous Efforts in order to 
get forward. ‘This excites a Senfation analogousto that 
inthe Itch, and produces the true Cocoethes; which can 
no otherways be allayed, than by putting Pen to Pa- 
per. By this Means the C&ftra are voided in amazing 
Quatities, and an End put to the Paroxyfm.--- But as 
tliey are feldom al! evacuated, thofe that remain foon 
produce another Brood, and then a new Fit of the 
Cocoethes, or the Jtch comes on. 

The Paroxyfms in the Cocoethes, obferve different 
Periods in different Subjects ; tho’ in the fame Subject 
they are generally regular, recurring every Day, 
Week, &c.--- Sometimes, indeed, they are very un- 
certain, even in the fame Subject, and feize the Patient 
at irregular Intervals. ‘They are then called occaftonal 
Paroxy{ms, and are very apt toreverberate ; defcen- 


ding in Pofler ora, they produce a Difeafe of quite a 
difierent Nature, by Phyficians called the Hemorr- 
boids, by the common People, the Piles. 

When the Dileate teizes a Perfon whofe Fileers are 
lean, dry, and rigid, and who abounds with adu/? 
Choler, or atra Bilis; it isapt to make him paffionate 
in his Writings, and to de: al much j in peevith, fplene- 
tic Expreffions, and farcaftic Epithets. It is alfo re- 
maikable, that if the Patient has (tho’ ever fo long) 
been dablingin Poetry, efpecially of the romantic Kind, 
or if he has ever /ibelled a young Lady; the Moment 
the Difeafe feizes him, he is divefted of all Regard to 
‘Truth and Probability, Decency and Good-Manners. 

Now, Sir, as thefe Symptoms,---except the Accu- 


fation of Poetry and Libelling,---evidently concur in 


you; and as lam forry to fee a tolerable Genius fo 
badly employed, I fhall, out of the great Benignity 
of my own Difpofition, preicribe you a Method of 
Cure’; trom which, | am confident, you will neeP 
great Advantage. 

I hope you are convinced of my Knowledge and 
Abilities, from the accurate Account Thave viven 
you of the Difeaie; but to give you the better Opinion 
of me, I fhall endeavour to convince you, that | reall 
have formed aright Judgment of your Conftitution 
and Difeaie. 

I have fuppofed you to be a Jean Perfon, of a dry 
Habit, and rigid Fibres, and that you abound with 
atra Bilis. 1 am led to this Conclufion, by the II!- 
natured paffionate Expreflions you make ufe of; and 
from the opprobsrious ‘Terms with which you give to 
all your Opponents. Branding the Promoters of, and 
Friends to the College, as by Charter eftablifhed, with 
the Appellation of afpiring Zealots; charging them 
with attempting ¢o appropriate the Monies raijed by the 
Legiflature, for a Provincial College, to a defpicable Nur- 
jery for the Propagation of Prieftcraft and Trumpery. 
And had not you turned your Whiftle, and rung the 
Alarth, from the Top gf your Babylonian Tower, 
they would, you fuppofe, before long, have challenged ail 
the public Taxes levied to defend the Province, for the 
Building of Chappels, and enriching the greater Number 
of epifcopal Ecclefiaftics. They not only would apply 
the Money ratfed to e/tablifh apublic Seminary of Learning, 
to the Ereétion of a Iittie, narrow, pitiful, partial, 
priefily, paltry, faétious, feparate Academy of their own ; 
but were ready to burtt with Malice, becaufe you 
would not chearfully pafs' under the Yoke, and low the 
Knee, to the Image of Bell and the Dragon, which they 
were about ereéting.--- Fine Words! I wonder where 
you flole them. Surely fuch gentle Expreffions, 
fuch Flowers of Rhetoric, fuch a Cepia Verborum could 
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never have fown frém your Pen, “> you not impro- 
ved a polite Education, with much Reading and ex- 
teniive ‘Travelling. Had you eri it with a Dafh 
of B--tch and Wh--re, I could have fworn, you had 
feen Brilingfcate.---O! How would an old F ith-Wife, 
or Oytter-Wench, glory in having you her Pupil ! 
How would her fond Heart dilate to hear you exert 
your Talents in Imitation of her ! How would her 
Bowels yearn over you, when fhe found you made fuch 
amazing Progreis, as in Six Months Time, to be 
able to read an inftruétive Le@ture, to even Adepts in 
the fublime Art of Scolding ! How would fhe clap you 
on the Shoulder, with a wel! done little Blood! that’s a 
good One my Buck, &e.--- As a further Proof of your 
ill-Nature, Ill-Manners, Spleen, Malice; and, in 
fhiort every perverfe Difpofition, Lappeal to every 
Paper wrote by you. 

You tell us, Numb. XII. that, when you began the 
Watch-'Tower. you expected to be foot at by the Pop-Guin 
Artillery of the Advocates fir a Party-Celleze. ‘This puts 
mc Mind of mad “Yak, in the Tale of a Tub. 
Fa ‘ ‘flood in the Street begging a Slap on the Face, 
2 broken Head, a Kick on the A--- of every one that 
palied, and when by this Means he got foundly drub- 
bed, ftroled about, endeavouring to move the Com- 
pattio: 1 of People, by ; pretending he got his Bangs and 
Brutles, in repelling the Grand Turk, the French King, 
the Pete, the Great Mogul, and the Lord knows whe. 
You, “by villifying your Betters, and abufing them 
with the moft (curriJous Language, endeavour to draw 
the Refentment of fome of them upon you, that you 
may have- an Opportunity of Haranguing againtt 
Bigots, Zealots, Perfecution, &c. And as of fren as 
you are contradicied, or your Sentiments dilputed, out 
comes a coletul Tale of, God knows how much 
Oblequy, Reproach, and Calumny, you have received 
from thofe Dunces, Fools, Old Women, the Prietts ; 


-who it feems are fuch arrant Fools, that they cannot 


{peak without contradicting themfelves. Such Dunces, 
that they cannot lay a Scheme 
jand Lncontiftencies in it, which every School-Boy may , 
difcern : Such tattling ‘Old W Omens that nobody be- 
hieves what they fay ; ; and yet, thefe Dunces, thele Fools, 
tuscte Old HVomen, had like to have duped, Saag an id 
choufed a whole Province. Nay, had you not arote,--- 
you in whom all the Learning, reneteation, and Dif- 
cernment, not only of the Moderns, but alfo Ancients 
is united, they certainly wou!d have mounted upon the 
Backs of the Laity, and ride them Poff to the Der il: In 
‘Iu enty Years Time: Fires would have been kindled 
thro’ the whole Province, and (ftrange to tell!) every 
Englith Prefbyterian and independent in it would have 
fuftered Martyrdom for his Religion. It has ever been 
the Cuftom of Fanatics, to afteét running into Per- 
fecution, to fhew how clev erly they can bear it ; and 
then to make vaft Merit of every little Hardthip they 
fufter. Idoubt not, you yourfelf would have been the 
Protom artyt for their new-fangled Diicipline ; which, 
notwithftanding the many cruel diabolical Perfecutions 
you vainglorioufly boatt of, has never yet been fealed 
with the Blood of a fin: ale Confeflor, except now and 
therione hanged for Rebellion. 
Certainly we have great Reafon to be thankful, that 
a Yahoo of fuch diftinguif hed Abilities, has rofe up 
among us,, who will no longer be Priefl-ridden, 





* Lid, Swilt's Works, woth Edit. 12m. Vol iz, p. 14. 
p ‘intea ak London, 175 = d 


Dunce-ridden, 


length the Qeftra tubfiding 


which ne nota lhou- 


Hag-ridden; but is determined te 
aflert his native Freedom, andto wallow in the Mire 
of his own Nonfenfe at Difcretion. 

J will now fulhl my Promife, and prefcribe you 2 
Method of Cure ; which, confideri ng the aig goes 
of your Diteate, ] fear will be only paliative : Th hope 
however, to relieve you ef your Spleen and Ii+Nature, 

and convert your Pen from fomenting Difcord and 
Contention, to the Promotion of Unity and Concord, 

i//, Refrain from high teafoned Foods, fiom Wine, 
and all Spirituous Liquors, becaufe they are apt to in- 
flame the Blood and | afions ; and when the W ine is 
in, the Witis out. This would infallibly caufe a vio- 
lent Fit of the Cocoethes, which might coft you a Ream 
of Paper, betides fcratching the Head and biting the 
Nails to al! Lay it. 

2d, Confine yourfelf to athin cooling Diet: Broth 
of Veal or ener which by Symp: thy may perhaps 
contribute to allay your Spleen and Il- Nature, would 
be advifeable.---] wou!d not here recemmend Butter- 
Milk, or any Acids, for iear of making you four and 
norole. 

Twice a Week let Blood. I would advife it to 
be se by applying Leec hes, ad Fem 1s Hlemorrbeidales, 
‘The Content between this Part and the Head, is no 
lefs manifett, than hard to be accounted for. 

The accurate Dean Swift, in his juftly celebrat 
Tale of a Tub, atorecited, page 3. gives an har sep 
very muchto my i ‘urpole ; and another in pag. 113. 
of a mighty King ,» who, while the Gitftrum afiedcte d 
the Brain, diverted himielé with Winning and lofts 
‘Towns and Battics, frighting Kings from their Demi- 
nions, and Chi! dren from their Bread and Butter, 
plundering and dettroying every one that fell inco his 
Clutches, of whatever Rank or Condition; ’tll at 
to the inferior Parts, pro- 
duced a Fiftula, and leit his Head intirely at reft. 

As I am now colleQing Mate eee in order to oblige 
the World with a Collection of rare Cafes of this Kind, 
I fhould take it as a fingular Fa avour, if you would, 
upon she Receipt of this Letter, immed: ely write the 
* State of your own Cafe, and then keep an exact Jour- 
nal of every Alteration till the Cure is compleated ; 
which (if you will pleaie to favour me with your 
Name and ‘Titles of Diftinction) I will do myfelf the 
Honour to dedicate to you. But---as you have fusiie- 
times done,---I had almoft forgot from whence I di- 
— 1 will therefore return to the Method of Cure. 

‘Twice a Week upon fuch Days as you do not 
let Blood, take a Purgative of the cooling Kind: Sef 
Mtrab. Glaub. or Sal Cathart, Amar, or a little Sena, 
with Cream of Tartar, Manna, I believe will do very 
well: But inftead of drinking Water-Gruel during 
the Operation, I would advife you to read one of your 
own Papers: They mi; ghtily quicken the Operation, 
and intirely prevent all Gripes, as I lately found by 
Experience ; tho’ indeed I was at firft going to employ 
the Paper to another Ufe, till I difcovered ‘their parti- 
cular Virtue, with which perhaps you are intirely un- 
acquainted. Iimmediately < cquainted a nei: ehbouring 
Practitioner with the Diicovery, who has {:nee infor- 
med me, that upon repeated Trials he finds that 
Half a Dofe will effectually do Bufinefs, provided the 
Paper be well read, and thoroughly digefted. 

Should you want any furt! ler Di: ections inthis Cafe, 
you may alwayscommand, Sir, Yours, &e. 


HERMANUS PARACELSUS. 


44 AS foon as yeu & have made yourfelf Mafter of the seit Dire@ions, be pleafed to burn this Letter ; for foould it, by 


any Accidt nit fall into the Rands of “fome - 9 Fob-catching & 
and p? event the lionour I intend to do YOu 2 1} the Dedication’ 


Quack, it may deprive me of the Reputation of my intenéed Collection, 


‘H. P 


